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Radicalisation

Radicalisation is defined as the process by which people come to support terrorism
and violent extremism and, in some cases, to then participate in terrorist groups. The
process of radicalisation is different for every individual and is a process, not a one off
event; it can take place over an extended period or within a very short time frame. It is
important that staff are able to recognise possible signs and indicators of
radicalisation.
Children and young people may be vulnerable to exposure or involvement with groups
or individuals who advocate violence as a means to a political or ideological end.
Children and young people can be drawn into violence or they can be exposed to the
messages of extremist groups by many means. These can include family members or
friends, direct contact with members, groups and organisations or, increasingly,
through the internet, including through social media sites. This can put children and
young people at risk of being drawn into criminal activity and has the potential to cause
significant harm.
Examples of extremist causes that have used violence to achieve their ends include
animal rights, the far right (UK) and international terrorist organisations such as Al
Qaeda and Daesh.
Potential indicators identified include:
 Use of inappropriate language
 Possession of violent extremist literature
 Changes in behaviour, language, clothing or appearance
 The expression of extremist views
 Advocating violent actions and means
 Association with known extremists
 Seeking to recruit others to an extremist ideology
PREVENT is part of the UK’s counter terrorism strategy. It focusses on supporting and
protecting vulnerable individuals who may be at risk of being exploited by radicalisers
and subsequently drawn into terrorist related activity. PREVENT is not about race,
religion or ethnicity, the programme is to prevent the exploitation of susceptible people.
8.1 Responding to concerns

If staff are concerned about a change in the behaviour of an individual or see
something that concerns them (this could be a colleague too) they should seek
advice appropriately with the DSL who should contact the Education & Early Years

Child Protection Team or the Prevent Education Officer– Julia Holden, 07891 273720
for further advice (Ref: Appendix 10).
Schools and colleges are expected to assess the risk of children being drawn into
terrorism, including support for extremist ideas that are part of terrorist ideology. This
means being able to demonstrate both a general understanding of the risks affecting
children and young people in the area and a specific understanding of how to identify
individual children who may be at risk of radicalisation and what to do to support them.
The Education & Early Years Child Protection Team and the Prevent team can advise
and identify local referral pathways.
Effective early help relies on all staff to be vigilant and aware of the nature of the risk
for children and young people, and what support may be available. Our school will
ensure that as far as possible all front line staff will undertake Prevent awareness
training (e.g. Workshop to Raise Awareness of Prevent [WRAP]).
Community cohesion is promoted through our curriculum, promotion of British Values and SMSC
activities.

