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Investigating plant and pond life at Skelton Grange, castle building on the playground and flower planting are just some of the
learning opportunities we've enjoyed this half term.

LOOK DEEP INTO NATURE, AND THEN YOU WILL UNDERSTAND
EVERYTHING
BETTER.
—ALBERT EINSTEIN

It's not just the blossoming trees and blooming raised beds that are full of new life, we are all thrilled to have completed a full half
term without any new lockdown closures. The entire school site has been full of children discovering, investigating, creating and
exploring. Although the weather has not been as kind to us as we would have liked, we've not let that stop us keeping active and
getting outside. We've even managed to venture beyond our school with the first school trips taking place and swimming lessons
resuming for Year Four and Year Five. There are many more trips, visits and visitors planned to support learning in the final Summer
term. After school clubs have also been able to go ahead and we are hopeful we will be able to host some of our much loved
Shakespeare Summer traditions next half term including sports days! We anticipate further government direction will soon be
released advising schools how to continue to manage risk as we emerge from lockdown restrictions. We will be in touch with parents
to advise you of any changes to our risk assessment in due course.
You will have seen all the work the Council has been doing in the local area on footpaths and road crossings to improve the safety for
pedestrians and cyclists. This work is starting to get closer to school and in the summer holidays work will begin to transform Lincoln
Road into a much safer environment for children and families. The work will include turning Lincoln Road into a one way street,
adding a two way cycle path, changes to on-street parking to improve visibility, changes to the road layout to slow down traffic and
the planting of trees. Children at school have also been working with Active Leeds to help design play areas that will be included on
land adjacent to Lincoln Road. Many parents have raised concerns about the safety of children on Lincoln Road and we are very
pleased to see these improvements that will help improve the safety and the environment for Shakespeare children.
We hope all our Shakespeare families continue to stay safe and well as we all enjoy the new opportunities the easing of lockdown
has presented.
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WHAT S NEW AT SHAKESPEARE?
'

Trips are back! At Shakespeare we deliver a curriculum of excellence from
the heart of Leeds. Trips and visits are an important part of that teaching
our children the knowledge, values and qualities that will help them be
responsible citizens who can make positive choices and thrive. Reception
are visiting Harewood House to support their understanding of the world.
Year 1 and 2 are visiting Yorkshire Wildlife Park and Tropical World to
support their learning in Science. Year 3 are visiting Nell Bank and Year 4
are visiting Malham to support their learning in Geography. Year 5 are
visiting Yeadon Tarn to support their learning in PE. Year 6 are visiting
Skelton Grange to support their learning in Science.
What a line up! We hope children will also learn how fantastic it is to live in
Yorkshire with so many brilliant local places to visit.

STAYING HEALTHY AND A TIVE
C

Hopefully this half term holiday the weather will provide us with the perfect
setting for staying active and getting outdoors. In school we have Leeds United
Community Foundation hosting another great holiday club.

There are lots of free events across the city going on over the half term holiday
including a climbing wall on Briggate, a free Gnome Trail at Kirkstall Valley and
a Jurassic trail of giant dinosaur eggs all across the city centre. Leeds museum
are hosting the I LOVE LEEDS Festival with free events throughout the week
including Bharatanatyam classical Indian dance performance and workshop.
Click here to view a guide.

KEEP READING

We are a reading school! Our school website has been updated with lots of
great resources to support reading at home. Click here to visit it. If you have
any top tips or ideas for this section of the website please email the office and
we'll be in touch.
This week marks a year since George Floyd's death. Last year we made a
commitment to honour the pain, power and progress of people from
different ethnicities within our curriculum. As a part of this ongoing effort we
have audited the books studied in classes as well as those available in the
library and purchased hundreds of new titles which allow all children to see
themselves in the books they read. We hope to be able to invite you into
school soon to see our new book collections for yourselves when the family
library is able to start again.
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Covid Information
For the most up to date information on the vaccine scheme in Leeds please
click here. Free twice weekly home testing kits are available to collect
between 10am-4pm at The Compton Centre, Harehills Lane and from other
local pharmacies.
EU Settlement scheme
Please click here to see the local support available. The Harehills Compton
Centre offer a free ID checking service and access to a computer with the
service open Monday to Friday most weeks.
.

Congratulations
Councilor Asghar Khan has been a Shakespeare Governor for over a decade
and we would like to offer our congratulations as he assumes his new
position as The Lord Mayor of Leeds!

